
Cut back on watering to help plants harden for winter.   Donõt use regular fertilizers anymore 

now but it is time to use winterizing fertilizers.  

After frost kills back veggies and annuals, clean up the dead plants to keep them from har-

boring bugs or disease through the winter. Compost clean leaves and stems and get rid of dis-

eased and buggy ones.  

Perennials can be cut back in fall or spring ð a good rule of thumb is to cut the messy looking 

ones now, but leave any with interesting seed heads until next spring.  Donõt cut back roses, Rus-

sian sage, blue spirea, or butterfly bushes until spring. Enjoy your ornamental grasses, stems and 

dried flowers all winter and cut them back in the spring.  

Plant bulbs ð youõll be glad you did next spring when those first early flowers come through 

the snow!  The earliest varieties include snowdrops, species crocus and reticulated iris.  Daffodils 

are deer -proof! Try forcing some bulbs in pots indoors.  

Use Plantskydd Deer Repellent to keep both deer and rabbits from eating plants in the fall 

and winter ð one application lasts about 4 months.  It also helps discourage bucks from rubbing 

antlers on small trees and shrubs.  Thereõs a new granular formulation available now that makes 

application easier. Predator urines are also a great (but strange) way to repel deer and rabbits.  

If you have areas youõd like to seed to grass or wildflowers but canõt water regularly, late fall 

is the ideal time to spread that seed.  Our winter precipitation helps work the seed into the soil 

and it germinates with spring moisture.  

Besides trees, shrubs and perennials, pansies do well planted here in fall.  They love the cool 

weather and often bloom during warm spells all winter.  Pansies like full sun in winter and prefer 

part shade in the summer.  
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The slogan òFall is for Plantingó wasnõt 

coined for nothing ð this really is a great 

time to plant most things here.  There 

are a few exceptions and we might actu-

ally discourage you from buying them, 

but otherwise the cooler weather makes 

transplant shock less of a factor and 

plants get a big boost towards growth in 

the spring.  We still have a good selec-

tion of trees, shrubs, perennials and of 

course, bulbs to plant now (and they are 

on sale !). High elevation customers:might 
ask us first if you can plant certain plants 
now. 

�³�)�D�O�O���L�V���I�R�U���3�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�´      Spring -flowering bulbs are 

virtually fool -proof and there 

are so many varieties ð you 

can never have too many!  Tu-

lips are everyoneõs favorites and we have a great selection this year 

including the striped and cut -petal parrot varieties and double tulips.  We 

have 8 varieties of deer -resistant allium, from small to mongo sized flow-

ers.  Crocus are always one of my favorites since they bloom so early ð try 

them in wildflower areas or sprinkled through perennial flower beds or 

your lawns.  Not much is easier than grape hyacinths and we have a fra-

grant golden variety as well as a dark blue one with crisp white margins to 

the flowers.  

     Plant fall -flowering crocus, colchicum and saffron crocus for beautiful 

lavender bulb flowers this time of year.  Resurrection lilies (my grand-

mother called them naked ladies!) bloom in August.  Hyacinths are a fa-

vorite to force.  Put a single bulb in a bulb vase or glass and keep it cool 

for a 3 months ð theyõll be starting to grow and ready to use as small 

Christmas gifts in December.  And we have 20 varieties of bearded iris ð a 

tough, easy perennial in our climate.  Our bulbs have the hardiness zones 

on the box so you can make sure you get the right ones for your area.  

BULBS  


